










commission. The terms of office of members of a regional planning commission shall be for 4
years, but initial appointments shall be for 2 and 4 years. In municipalities entitled to 3 or more
representatives, initial appointment shall be for 2, 3 and 4 years. Vacancies shall be filled for the
remainder of the unexpired term in the same manner as original appointments. Municipalities
and counties may also appoint alternate representatives. A representative to a regional planning
commission shall, when acting within the scope of his official duties and authority, be deemed to
be acting as an agent of both the regional planning commission and of the municipality or county
which he represents. In addition, regional planning commissions are encouraged to consult, at
their discretion, with agencies and institutions operating within the region whose activities
influence planning and development in that region.

Source. 1969, 324:1. 1991, 72:4, eff. July 12, 1991. 2000, 200:3, elI July 29, 2000. 2003, 319:9,
eff. July 1, 2003. 2004, 257:44, eff. July 1, 2004.

36:47 General Powers and Duties. —

I. A regional planning commission’s powers shall be advisory, and shall generally pertain to
the development of the region within its jurisdiction as a whole. Nothing in this subdivision shall
be deemed to reduce or limit any of the powers, duties or obligations of planning boards in
individual municipalities. The area ofjurisdiction of a regional planning commission shall
include the areas of the respective municipalities within the delineated planning region. It shall
be the duty of a regional planning commission to prepare a comprehensive master plan for the
development of the region within its jurisdiction. including the commission’s recommendations,
among other things, for the use of land within the region; for the general location, extent, type of
use, and character of highways, major streets, intersections, parking lots, railroads, aircraft
landing areas, waterways and bridges, and other means of transportation, communication, and
other purposes; for the development, extent, and general location of parks, playgrounds, shore
front developments, parkways, and other public reservations and recreation areas; for the
location, type, and character ofpublic buildings, schools, community centers, and other public
property; and for the improvement, redevelopment, rehabilitation, or conservation of residential,
business, industrial and other areas; including the development of programs for the
modernization and coordination of buildings, housing, zoning and subdivision regulations of
municipalities and their enforcement on a coordinated and unified basis. A regional planning
commission may authorize its employees or consultants to render assistance on local planning
problems to any municipality or county which is not a member of said regional planning
commission. The cost of such assistance shall be paid entirely by the municipality or county to
which the service is rendered or partly by said municipality or county and partly by any gift,
grant, or contribution which may be available for such work or by combination thereof Said
commission shall keep a strict account of the cost of such assistance and shall provide such
municipality or county with an itemized statement.

II. for the purpose ofassisting municipalities in complying with RSA 674:2, 111(1), each
regional planning commission shall compile a regional housing needs assessment, which shall
include an assessment of the regional need for housing for persons and families of all levels of
income. The regional housing needs assessment shall be updated every 5 years and made
available to all municipalities in the planning region.

III. In preparing a comprehensive plan for the development of the region within its
jurisdiction, each regional planning commission may use the framework for the state’s
comprehensive development plan in RSA 9-A: 1 , III as the basis for its plan. Such plan shall be
updated every 5 years or sooner if desired by the regional planning commission. Prior to its
adoption, the plan shall be distributed to every library, planning board, and board of
selectmen/aldermen/city council in each of the communities within the region, and to the office
of energy and planning. The regional planning commission shall address in writing all comments

2



received prior to the publication of a final draft. A public hearing shall be held by the regional
planning commission with 30 days’ notice published in all newspapers of general circulation in
the region, and shall state where the document can be viewed, the time and place of the public
hearing, and shall allow for written comments. For each regional plan, the office of energy and
planning shall offer comments as to its consistency with the state plan. The first regional
development plans affected by this statute shall be adopted within 5 years of the effective date of
this paragraph and renewed at least every 5 years thereafter.

Iv. Regional planning commissions shall make a good faith effort to inform and respond to
their local communities regarding the purposes and progress of their work in developing the
regional development plan.

Source. 1969, 324:1. 1988, 270:2, eff. July 1, 1988. 2002, 178:6, eff July 14, 2002; 229:8, eff
July 1, 2002. 2003, 319:9, eff. July 1, 2003. 2004, 257:44, eff. July 1, 2004.

36:48 Organization, Officers, and Bylaws. — A regional planning commission shall elect
annually from among its members a chairman, vice-chairman, and such other officers as it deems
necessary. Meetings shall be held at the call of the chairman and at such other time as the
commission may determine. A commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings and such
minutes shall be filed in the office of the commission and shall be a public record. A commission
may adopt such bylaws as it deems necessary to the conduct of its business.

Source. 1969, 324:1, eff. Aug. 29, 1969.

36:49 Finances. — A regional planning commission shall determine on a reasonable and
equitable basis the proportion of its costs to be borne respectively by each municipality or county
which is a member of said commission. A commission may accept and receive in furtherance of
its functions, funds, grants, and services from the federal government or its agencies, from
departments, agencies and instrumentalities of state, municipal or local government or from
private and civic sources. Such funds may be used in conjunction with other funds from federal
or state governments or from gifts, grants or contributions available for such work.
Municipalities or counties are hereby authorized to appropriate funds to the use of a regional
planning commission and to furnish a regional planning commission legal or other services
which it may deem reasonable. failure upon the part of any municipality or county to pay its
proportionate annual share of the cost as determined by a regional planning commission shall
constitute a termination of such municipality’s or county’s vote in the commission’s affairs until
such annual share is paid. Municipalities or counties are hereby authorized to enter into contracts
with a regional planning commission for the furnishing of funds or services in connection with
the preparation of a comprehensive regional master plan and any special planning work to be
done by a regional planning commission for any member municipality or county. Within the
amounts appropriated to it or placed at its disposal by gift, grant, or contribution, a regional
planning commission may engage employees, contract with professional consultants, rent
offices, and obtain such other goods, or services and incur short-term operating debt, not to
exceed a term of one year and/or a line of credit secured by the assets of the commission, as are
necessary to it in the carrying out of its proper function. Member municipalities and counties
shall not be liable for any debt or line of credit incurred by a regional planning commission. Any
private gifts or funds when received shall be deemed a contribution to the regional planning
commission for a public purpose within the meaning of any federal or state laws relative to tax
exemptions.

Source. 1969, 324:1, eff. Aug. 29, 1969. 2000, 200:4, eff. July 29, 2000.
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36:50 Relationship To Local Planning Boards. — A regional planning commission may assist
the planning board of any municipality within the delineated region to carry out any regional
plan or plans developed by said commission. A regional planning commission may also render
assistance on local planning problems. A regional planning commission may make
recommendations on the basis of its plans and studies to any planning board, to the legislative
body of any city and to the selectmen of any town within its region, to the county commissioners
of the county or counties in which said region is located and to any state or federal authorities.
Upon completion of a comprehensive master plan for the region or any portion of said
comprehensive master plan, a regional planning commission may file certified copies of said
comprehensive master plan or portion thereof with the planning board of any member
municipality. Such planning boards may adopt all or any part of such comprehensive master plan
which pertains to the areas within its jurisdiction as its own master plan, subject to the
requirements of RSA 674: 1-4.

Source. 1969, 324:1, eff Aug. 29, 1969. 2000, 200:5, eff. July 29, 2000.

36:51, 36:52 Repealed. — [Repealed 2000, 200:8, eff. July 29, 2000.]

36:53 Additional Powers and Duties of Regional Planning Commissions. — In order to
implement any of the provisions of a regional plan, which has been adopted or is in preparation,
a regional planning commission may, in addition to its powers and duties under RSA 36:47
undertake studies and make specific recommendations on economic, industrial and commercial
development within the region and carry out, with the cooperation of municipalities and/or
counties within the region, economic development programs for the full development,
improvement, protection and preservation of the region’s physical and human resources.

Source. 1969, 324:1. eff. Aug. 29, 1969.

36:54 Purpose. — The purpose ofthis subdivision is to:
I. Provide timely notice to potentially affected municipalities concerning proposed

developments which are likely to have impacts beyond the boundaries of a single municipality.
II. Provide opportunities for the regional planning commission and the potentially affected

municipalities to furnish timely input to the municipality having jurisdiction.
III. Encourage the municipality having jurisdiction to consider the interests of other potentially

affected municipalities.

Source. 1991, 300:1, eff Jan. 1, 1992.

36:55 Definition. — In this subdivision “development of regional impact” means any proposal
before a local land use board which in the determination of such local land use board could
reasonably be expected to impact on a neighboring municipality, because of factors such as, but
not limited to, the following:

I. Relative size or number ofdwelling units as compared with existing stock.
II. Proximity to the borders of a neighboring community.
III. Transportation networks.
Iv. Anticipated emissions such as light, noise, smoke, odors, or particles.
V. Proximity to aquifers or surface waters which transcend municipal boundaries.
VI. Shared facilities such as schools and solid waste disposal facilities.

Source. 1991, 300:1, eff Jan. 1, 1992.
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36:56 Review Required. — A local land use board, as defined in RSA 672:7, upon receipt of an
application for development, shall review it promptly and determine whether or not the
development, if approved, reasonably could be construed as having the potential fbr regional
impact. Doubt concerning regional impact shall be resolved in a determination that the
development has a potential regional impact.

Source. 1991, 300:1, eff Jan. 1, 1992.

36:57 Procedure. —

I. Upon determination that a proposed development has a potential regional impact, the local
land use board having jurisdiction shall afford the regional planning commission and the affected
municipalities the status of abutters as defined in RSA 672:3 for the limited purpose of providing
notice and giving testimony.

II. Within 144 hours of reaching a decision regarding a development of regional impact, the
local land use board having jurisdiction shall, by certified mail, furnish the regional planning
commission and the affected municipalities with copies of the minutes of the meeting at which
the decision was made. The local land use board shall, at the same time, submit an initial set of
plans to the regional planning commission, the cost of which shall be borne by the applicant.

III. At least 14 days prior to public hearing, the local land use board shall notify, by certified
mail, all affected municipalities and the regional planning commission of the date, time, and
place of the hearing and their right to testify concerning the development.

Source. 1991, 300:1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992. 2003, 220:1, eff. Aug. 30, 2003. 2005, 39:1, eff July 16,
2005.

36:58 Applicability. — The provisions ofthis subdivision shall supersede any contrary or
inconsistent provisions of local land use regulations enacted under RSA 1 55-E and RSA 674.

Source. 1991, 300:1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992.
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